Sarah Elizabeth Nahar 		                 ___                       ___    Curriculum Vitae                      

Current Employment
Lecturer in the Program in the Environment						        January 2026-present
College of Literature, Science, and the Arts at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor
· Teach 1-2 undergraduate courses per semester in the environmental humanities.
· Bottomline the development of the Environmental Justice minor within the Program in the Environment (a joint initiative of LS & A and SEAS). Recruit and retain students, evaluate program.
· Led by Dr. Kyle Whyte, Principal Investigator, launch the Environmental Humanities Hub.
· Contribute, in a variety of ways, to the Tishman Center for Social Justice and the Environment.
Course Titles: Indigenous Environmental Justice (undergrad), Holy Sh!t: Your Poop and Why it Matters to G!d (grad and undergrad), and Community Organizing for Environmental Justice (undergrad)

Education
Aug 2019-May 2025: PhD student at Syracuse University in the Religion Department and State University of New York College of Environmental Science and Forestry Department of Environmental Studies
Comprehensive Exam Area Specialties in Environmental Studies: Human Rights to Food, Nutrition, Water, and Sanitation / Environmental Decision Making in Complex Contexts / Environmental Justice / Ecological Sanitation Comprehensive Exam Area Specialties in Religion: Theories and Methods in the Study of Religion / Ethnography / Animism / Excreta and Discard in Religious Ritual Perspectives

Spring 2019: Rotary International Peace Fellowship, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok, Thailand
	Focus: Ecological Sanitation and Peace; Awarded: Professional Development Certificate
Jan 2008-May 2011: Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary, Elkhart, IN Masters of Divinity
	Focus: Global church polity and relations, liberation theology, Cumulative G.P.A.: 3.96 (4.0 scale)
Fall 2002-2006: Spelman College, Atlanta, GA, Bachelor of Arts Degree, May 2006 
Majors: International Studies and Comparative Women’s Studies, Cumulative G.P.A.:  3.93 (4.0 scale)
Summer 2005: Middlebury College Language School, Middlebury, Vermont (Spanish language intensive)
Fall 2004: American University Washington Semester Program, Washington, District of Columbia 
     (Semester Focus: International Peace and Conflict Resolution)
Trained Facilitator in: The Work that Reconnects and mentored by WTR founder Joanna Macy
CPT modules of Undoing Oppressions, Nonviolent Direct Action and Public Witness 
Christian Leadership by Duke Divinity School’s Center for Leadership Education
Nonviolent Communication by Dmitriy Kopina of the Slovenia International Intensive
Instructor of Record: Religion 320: “Holy Sh!t: Your poop and why it matters to G!d” (full at 25 students)

Academic Publications (Chronological)
Kawa, Nick, and Sarah Nahar. “Working toward Defecatory Justice.” Chapter 8 in After the Flush: Rethinking the Future of Human Waste, by Nick Kawa. University of California Press, 2026.
Nahar, Sarah. “Using the Doctrine of Discovery to increase shared language and conceptual frameworks for Black feminist and Indigenous feminist organizing." Journal for Culture and Religious Theory (Peer-reviewed journal). Vol 2, Issue 24, Article 6, Winter 2026.
Nahar, Sarah. "Gemeinsam vorangehen: Ökologische Regeneration, Frieden und Klimagerechtigkeit." Ökumenische Rundschau: Klimagerechtigkeit--Ökumenische Herausforderungen und Perspektiven. 2026 (1). Oikoumene.  English: “Moving Together: Ecological Regeneration, Peace, and Climate Justice.”  German Ecumenical Review.
Nahar, Sarah. “From Interlocking Systems of Oppression to Interconnected Systems of Support.” Chapter 3 of Coming Together in the Great Turning: Collective Liberation and Work That Reconnects. New Society Publishers, 2025.
Moran, Sharon, Jean Kayira, and Sarah Nahar. “Environmental studies curriculum innovations: New approaches to courses centering diversity and environmental knowledge.” Journal of Environmental Studies and Sciences. August 2025.

Canova, Justin, Todd Moss, and Sarah Nahar. “From Stigma to Solution: Sanitation and sustainable entrepreneurship in emerging economies.” Journal of Business Venturing Insights. June 2025.

Nahar, Sarah. “Religious Moral Suasion and Material Support for the Environmental Justice Movement.” International Journal on Responsibility Vol. 9, Issue 1, Article 1, Feb 2025 (Full publication, 2026). 400 downloads as of 1 December 2025.

Nahar, Sarah, Johannes Helgren, Suyash Kulkarni, and Saket Sharma. “Preparing for the Electrification of Heavy Duty Vehicles.” Alliance for the Climate Transition blog. May 24, 2023.

Nahar, Sarah. “Religion, Body, Excreta.” Yudit Kornberg Greenberg and George Pati, eds. The Routledge Handbook of Religion and the Body. Abingdon, and New York: Routledge, 2023, pp. 421–434.

Nahar, Sarah, and Sharon Moran. “Local Communities in Water and Sanitation: Practices and Challenges.” 	Clean Water and Sanitation, edited by Walter Leal Filho et al., Encyclopedia of the Sustainable 	Development Goals. Springer International Publishing, 2020, pp. 390–401.

Nahar, Sarah. “Research Note: Are We Flushing Peace Down the Toilet?: Discipleship and Defecatory Justice.” The Mennonite Quarterly Review, vol. 94, no. 1, 2020, pp. 103–15.


Previous Work Experiences
Engaged Humanities Network of Syracuse University			 	      Fall 2022-Spring 2024
Graduate Research Fellow
· Initiate and co-facilitate Black and Indigenous Solidarity student group on ESF and SU campuses.
· Co-found and build internal infrastructure for Environmental Storytelling Central New York series.
· Facilitate monthly graduate research-sharing seminars as it relates to publicly engaged scholarship.
· Organize forum with Democratizing Knowledge research collective members, city, non-profit, education, and environmental justice advocates regarding I-81 highway transformation process.
· Coordinate between the network and the 2023 Dismantling the Doctrine of Discovery conference.

State University of New York College of Environmental Science and Forestry       	Fall 2020-2023
Co-instructor of Diversity and Knowledge of the Environment course
· Together with Dr. Sharon Moran, design syllabus for undergraduate survey course centering the perspectives and knowledges of non-western peoples in Central New York. 
· Educate students about the connection between social justice and environmental movements.
· Responsible for design and delivery of in-person, online, and lab (field trip to local sites) content.
· Coordinate conversations between the Office of Inclusion, Diversity, and Equity, the Provost’s office, and the Environmental Studies department as course fulfills SUNY’S DEISJ Gen Ed requirement.
· Mentor long-term professors to instruct the course, which has grown from 12 to 60 students.

Justice Outside (Yale Environmental Program Summer Fellowship) 			      May-Aug 2023
Organizational consultant focused on grantmaking in the Great Lakes watershed

Tolson Center for Community Excellence						          Aug 2020-July 2022
Organizational consultant focused on justice, equity, diversity, inclusion

Conflict Transformation Fund (CTF)	 Key advisor for anti-oppressive project choices     July 2018-Dec 2019 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Center for Nonviolent Social Change			            January-June 2018
Organizational consultant, Conference planner, Assistant to Chief Operating Officer

Community Peacemaker Teams/ Equipos Comunitarios de Acción por la Paz 	          June 2010-Dec 2017
Executive Director, (2014-2017) Outreach Coordinator, (2012-2013) Board Member, (2010-2012).

Sabeel, Palestinian Ecumenical Liberation Theology Center			            September 2011-July 2012
Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) Serving and Learning Together, Jerusalem

Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminary (AMBS)			  M.Div Student: January 2008-May 2011
Student Assistant to History, Theology, and Ethics (HTE) Department and Anti-Racism Team, Elkhart, IN 

Mennonite World Conference	 (a global pacifist Christian communion)	            November 2004-July 2009
North American Representative to MWC’s Youth and Young Adult Executive Committee 

Mennonite Voluntary Service / Prairie Street Mennonite Church
Jubilee House, Elkhart, Indiana			           Summer 2004, Nov 2007-Jan 2009, summer 2019 

U.S. Department of State Fulbright Scholarship Program
Executive Teaching Assistantship, Rosario, Argentina				     March-November 2007 

Selected Honors and Awards 
Black Midwest Initiative Summer Institute in Environmental Justice fellow, 2025
International Society for the Study of Religion, Nature, and Culture, board student representative, 2024-2027
Graduate Teaching Assistant in the Department of Religion at Syracuse University, Academic Year 2024-25
Forum for Theological Educators BIPOC convening at American Academy of Religion, 2024
Keynote Speaker for the Rich Earth Institute Annual Summit in Brattleboro, Vermont, November 2024
SUNY-ESF General Program in Environmental Science Outstanding PhD Candidate award, 2024
Work That Reconnects Experienced Facilitator Gathering Keynote, June 2024
Mennonite Action MLK, Jr. Day Mobilization in DC: Decolonization, Racial Justice, and Palestine, Jan 2024
First Place Winner of the "Elevator Pitch Dissertation" competition at ESF, both 2023 and 2024
Syracuse University Women and Gender Studies Toni Taverone Graduate Student Paper Award, 2023
Keynote for Hamilton College’s Food Justice, Aesthetics, & Morality faculty and grad. workshop, Sep 2023
Beautiful Trouble Training team: weeklong movement-building workshop Lead for Farmed Animals, 2023
Mennonite Church USA’s inaugural Youth Climate Summit panelist and workshop leader, 2023
Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary Alumni Ministry and Service Award, 2022
Syracuse University African American Studies program fellow, AY 2019-2020 and AY 2020-2021
Keynote speaker for Eastern Mennonite University spiritual resource week (spoke to seminary, undergrad, high school and middle school students), and student leadership conference, Nov 3-9, 2021
Forum for Theological Exploration doctoral fellowship, 2020-2021 online academic year 
National working group on post-election violence reduction, July-Dec 2020
AMBS and ND Kroc Institute “Understanding and Engaging Movements for Justice” workshop leader, 2020
Chancellor’s Diversity Fellowship (ESF) and African American Studies Fellowship (SU) Winner, 2019
Notre Dame Kroc Institute for Peace Annual Dialogue on Religion, Nonviolence, and Peace Lecturer, 2018
Marlin E. Miller Award for Excellence in Theological Studies, AMBS, 2011
Elkhart County Sports Hall of Fame Inductee for Soccer, XC, Basketball, and Tennis, 2008
Mennonite Central Committee Young Adult Reference Committee (New Wine New Wineskins), 2006-2009
Spelman Student Government President, 2005-2006
Glamour Magazine Top Ten College Women to Watch, 2005
Finalist for both the Rhodes Scholarship and the Marshall Scholarship for the Atlanta District, 2005
Co-founder of the Atlanta University Center Peace Coalition, and its Convener AY 2003-2005
Student Body Association Co-President at Bethany Christian High School, 2001-2002
[bookmark: _Hlk188256258]
Non-profit Community Service Work
Eco-Friendly Elkhart: Realizing Transition (EFERT, Inc.)					Nov 2022-present
Board President
· Founder of the non-profit, lead fundraiser, and President of a diverse, representative, board.
· Strategize with Chamber of Commerce leadership to address urban renewal & enviro. remediation. 
· Member of the Technical Assistance to Brownfields Committee for Elkhart, Indiana.
· Write climate memo to mayor and provide mentorship to youth climate action plan advocacy group.
· Contributing member of the Anthropocene Alliance international network of frontline communities.


[bookmark: _Hlk188256433]2025 Conference Papers and Keynote Speeches
November - “Using the Doctrine of Discovery to increase shared language and conceptual frameworks for Black feminist and Indigenous feminist organizing during climate catastrophe.”
	Panel: Doctrine of Discovery and Environmental Devastation, American Academy of Religion.

November - “Fertile, Social, Dangerous, Sacred, Gift, and System: Religion and the Ambiguity of Human Excreta.”
Panel: The Sacred, the Abject, and the Entangled: Religion and the Politics of More-than-Human Life, American Academy of Religion.

November - Global Shitology Conference presenter at SOAS; nominated to be the 2027 Conference co-organizer, 2025

November – “Nutrient Sovereignty” co-presentation for Rich Earth Institute with Krisztina Mosdossy.

October – “Dealing with our shit, literally and metaphorically: climate justice through the lens of the Discard(ed).” Climate Justice Lecture Series at the University of Hamburg.

September – “Religion and Diversity and Knowledge of the Environment.” Guest lecture for the Diversity & Knowledge of the Environment course at SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry.

August – workshops at Kollapscamp in eastern Germany, “Community Protection and Collective Rapid Response” and “Speaking the language of values even when you’re allergic to religion.”

July – “All Parts of the Body, means All Parts of the Body: A Sermon on Defecatory Justice.” Dreaming Stone Arts and Ecology Center.

July – “Nonviolent Direct Action and Social Change.” Mennonite Church USA convention workshop.

June - “We are Shit: Bodies, borders, and nutrient migration through the lens of Critical Environmental Justice” for the International Society for the Study of Religion, Nature and Culture

June - “Religious Moral Suasion and Material Support for the Environmental Justice Movement” for the Society for the Anthropology of Religion

June - Karenna Gore’s Center for Earth Ethics Featured Conference Panelist, 2025

2024 Additional Presentations, Panels, and Speeches
November - “Ecological Sanitation Disrupts Carceral Logics” presentation for Herban Cura online series
October - “Peace Studies, Palestine, and Israel: 75 + 1 year” Featured panelist and discussion moderator
September - “500 Years of Anabaptism and Nonviolent Direct Action” Eastern Mennonite University 
August - Racial Capitalism and Palestine panel organizer and moderator for Mennonite Action
June - "The Back End of Food Justice" Panel presentation: Society of Agriculture, Food, and Human Values

[bookmark: _Hlk188256510]Language proficiencies
English – native language
Spanish – fluent, near native
French – intermediate speaking, basic comprehension
Arabic – intermediate speaking, basic comprehension
Hebrew – intermediate reading comprehension (Ancient), beginner (Modern)

Selected Travel Experiences (out of 80 countries and territories)
Ghana – taught theological studies for a semester at national seminary of the African Independent Church movement
Greece and Turkey – refugee solidarity work, information gathering on grassroots reception centers
Spain and France – graduate level intensive course in Muslim liberation theologies and decolonial studies
Southern and eastern India – learning from farmers threatened with loss of land and lifeways due to corporate actors
Ecuador and Chile – Community Peacemaker Teams retreat; workshops on movement building in church settings
Indonesia – solidarity with minority struggles; preparation for Mennonite World Conference Assembly in 2021
Australia and New Zealand – speaking tour focused on the internationalization of social justice movements
Jordan and Iraqi Kurdistan – program monitoring and evaluation, unarmed civilian protection delegation
Haiti and Kenya – learning from eco-innovators who are global leaders in human excreta based circular economy efforts
Slovenia – studying capoeira and cultural work during elections, and nonviolent communication techniques
Grenada, Trinidad, & Barbados – learning about cooperatives, US imperialism, researching anticolonial arrivancy

References, and bibliography of non-academic writing, are available upon request.
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